NEWSLETTER NO. 4
9 May 2016
Dear Veritas Families

ETHOS
Catholic Schools’ Week
We will once again, this year, be celebrating Catholic Schools’ week from
6 - 10 June. During this time we will attempt to show, in different ways, that
we are proud of our Catholic school and traditions. We will take time to
celebrate who we are and what we do.
Every school is a place of learning, but what makes schools like ours different
is that we are also a faith based school. We are a school where faith is part of
everything that we do, how we learn, how we play, how we treat each other, the kind of people we are.
The two things are connected and this is what makes us the kind of school we are.
We learn to recognise and use the talents and gifts that God has given us so that we can be the best that
we can be.
We learn how to serve in many different ways: helping on the playground, cleaning up in the classroom,
welcoming people who are visitors or new to our school, caring for each other and for the greater
community.
This year the theme for Catholic Schools’ Week is: CATHOLIC SCHOOLS: CHALLENGED TO PROCLAIM
GOD’S MERCY.
It is hoped that this theme will help contextualize the Jubilee Year of Mercy proclaimed by Pope Francis.
Pope Francis wants this to be the year when we remember that our God is a God of mercy, a God of love
and compassion, a God who forgives all and always forgives. God’s mercy is for everyone; no one is
excluded. This year we are invited to consider what that means for each one of us as a member of God’s
family.
We know that Jesus is the face of God’s mercy. It is he who allows us to see how merciful the Father is.
When we see how Jesus is with people whom others condemn and reject, we begin to glimpse the
mercy of God.
When we see the way that Jesus heals, the way he forgives, the way he loves, we see the mercy of God.
We are called to be like Jesus, so we too must try to be the face of God’s mercy to those whom we
meet.

During this Catholic Schools Week, we will explore with the children how they can be the face of God’s
mercy in our classrooms, the playground, our school, our families and our community.
Each day has a specific theme that, we hope, will help the children to come to understand how they can
proclaim God’s mercy every day.
The daily themes are as follows:
Monday: I am the face of God’s mercy when I am kind and compassionate
Tuesday: I am the face of God’s mercy when I forgive and reconcile
Wednesday: Grandparents are the face of God’s mercy
Thursday: I am the face of God’s mercy when I am fair and just
Friday: I am the face of God’s mercy when I live like Jesus

OUTREACH PROGRAMME
Thank you to all our Veritas Families who continue to support our various outreach projects.


St Vincent de Paul’s Society, Springs Catholic Church: Many
children brought offerings of food to our Ascension Day Mass.
These items of food will be distributed, by the Catholic Church, to
poor families in the community.



Kwasa Primary School: We continue to ask our learners to bring
an extra sandwich, fruit, juice, etc. to school on Fridays for the
children at the Kwasa Primary School situated in the informal
settlement of Daggafontein. Kwasa is an outreach project run by
the St. Peter & St Paul Anglican Church.

As we celebrate the ‘Year of Mercy’ this year we have decided that each
Grade will be afforded the opportunity to bring their offering for Kwasa
up during our school assemblies on Fridays. Please take note, however,
that our valued regular contributors may also take their offering up during these assemblies. It
is not solely for the particular scheduled Grade. Teachers will remind their classes of when it is
their Friday.
A letter has already been distributed informing families of the following two outreach initiatives:





‘Tekkie Tax’ Day, on Friday 27 May 2016. The Tekkie Tax packet includes 2 Tekkie Tags + 2
shoelaces + 1 Sticker for a cost of R35 per packet, or learners may buy just the sticker for R10.
Learners may then wear their stickers and ‘tekkies’, with civvies, to school on Friday, 27 May 2016.
Tags and Tops for Wheelchair Charity . Families are asked to bring the plastic tags that close the
bread packets and any plastic bottle tops (cool drink or milk) to school. By collecting these items,
which we usually just throw away, we can help to get a wheel chair for someone who is unable to
afford to buy one.
‘Old’ Shoes Drive. Thank you for your donations!
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PRE-PREPARATORY NEWS
The second term has started with a bang in the Pre-Prep as upon our return we were met with some
wonderful changes in our Garden. We are now boasting a beautiful bicycle shed to house all our newly
fixed bicycles, wagons and scooters. Preparation is also underway for our new Baking Room which is
situated alongside the kitchen with only a few supplies still needing to be purchased before we can start
using it. All our jungle gyms were treated, repaired and safety checked in the holidays as well. These
wonderful projects have been made possible with money given to us by the P.T.S.A. and Board of
Governors Budget. We would like to take this opportunity to thank them for their generosity.


A reminder that our annual Family Day is being
held on Saturday, 21 May. We will start in the
St Joseph’s Hall at 09:00 and then proceed to
the various activities from there.



Our Grade R learners had their eye screenings
in April and we received the reports last week.
Parents are asked to please read through them and follow any advice given by Mr Venter or
please feel free to discuss queries with your child’s class teacher.



This term we started with pre-soccer and netball skills with our Grade R’s and after just 2 weeks
we are seeing such lovely progress. We encourage parents to re-enforce these skills at home by
kicking or throwing a ball to one another.



We remind you to please ensure that your child’s school uniform items are all clearly marked so
that we don’t have lost items and they can be returned to their rightful owner.



On Wednesday, 8 June 2016 we invite all our Grade R parents to attend an information evening
in preparation for Grade 1. Attendance is highly recommended. We will start at 18:00 and
further details will follow.
Mrs T. Rees – Acting Head of Department: Pre-Preparatory Phase

FOUNDATION PHASE NEWS
It is extremely important for parents to guide and support their children. We would like to thank all our
dedicated parents who take the time to check and sign homework; who read and follow up on
newsletters and messages; who make sure their child is dressed smartly, in the correct uniform; who
encourage their child to participate in extra mural activities, etc. Thank you, thank you!!
If you are not in this routine yet, we encourage you to make an effort to be there for your child.
Seven Benefits of Using Routines with Your Children
1. Routine eliminates power struggles
Routines eliminate power struggles because you aren't bossing the child around. This activity (brushing
teeth, napping, turning off the TV to come to dinner) is just what we do at this time of day. The parent
stops being the bad guy, and nagging is greatly reduced.
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2. Routine help children cooperate
Routines help kids cooperate by reducing stress and anxiety for everyone. We all know what comes
next, we get fair warning for transitions, and no one feels pushed around, or like parents are being
arbitrary.
3. Routine help children learn to take charge of their own activities.
Over time, children learn to brush their teeth, pack their suitcase, etc., without constant reminders.
Children love being in charge of themselves. This feeling increases their sense of mastery and
competence.
4. Children learn the concept of "looking forward" to things they enjoy...
They may want to go to the playground now, but can learn that we always go to the playground in the
afternoon, and can look forward to it then.
5. Regular routines help children get on a schedule
Regular routines help children get on a schedule, so that they fall asleep more easily at night.
6. Routines help parents build in those precious connection moments.
We all know that we need to connect with our children every day, but when our focus is on moving
children through the schedule to get them to bed, we miss out on opportunities to connect. If we build
little connection rituals into our routine, they become habit.
7. Schedules help parents maintain consistency in expectations.
If everything is a fight, parents end up allowing: more TV, skip brushing teeth for tonight, etc. With a
routine, parents are more likely to stick to healthy expectations for everyone in the family, because
that's just the way we do things in our household. The result: a family with healthy habits, where
everything runs more smoothly!
Mrs S. Van Vuuren – Head of Department: Foundation Phase

INTERMEDIATE/SENIOR PHASE NEWS
Academic News
 Cycle Test Timetables have been issued but teachers are still waiting for the signed reply slips to
be returned by learners
 The Grade 4 – 7 pupils will be writing formal Examinations from Wednesday 13 July to
Wednesday 20 July. Learners will be issued with the Exam Timetable and ‘What to Study’ list on
the 27th of May. Parents/Guardians are requested to see to it that their children prepare
adequately for these exams.
 The weighting of Continuous Assessment (CASS) against Formal Examinations is as follows:
GRADE 4 75% CASS : 25% EXAM
GRADE 5 60% CASS : 40% EXAM
GRADE 6 50% CASS : 50% EXAM
GRADE 7 40% CASS : 60% EXAM


In order to maintain a high academic standard at Veritas College we will
continue to view 50% as the required percentage, for all subjects, in order to pass a Grade.
4

In certain circumstances, and after consultation with the Head of Preparatory and Educational
Psychologist, specific exceptions may be made in the case of certain pupils.
NB! All Parents please take note:
•
From Wednesday, 13 July Inter/Sen learners will be writing two exams per day. In order to afford
learners the opportunity to prepare adequately for these examinations, school will close at
12:00 from Tuesday, 12 July, up to and including, Wednesday, 20 July 2016.
•

Many Senior Phase pupils have younger brothers and sisters in the Foundation and Pre-Primary
Phases of the school, and therefore, during this assessment period (Tuesday, 12 July, up to and
including, Wednesday, 20 July 2016.), school will close at 12:00 for ALL children from the PrePrimary (Grade 000) through to Grade 7. Waiting classes will be available until 13:00 for pupils
who cannot be fetched at 12:00

The After-School Care will continue to function as normal during this time.
•

Parental Work Control – On Friday, 27 May the learners, from Grades 4 – 7, will bring home all
their exercise books for their parents to view and comment on. Control forms will be pasted into
all books. In order for parents to be aware of their child’s progress, it is important for parents to
monitor their child’s work from time to time and so we ask that these Parental Control Forms be
signed and comments made if necessary.


We are concerned about the low number of Grade 4-7 children who are reading books and the
need for this so that they become proficient in English with an understanding and ability to
comprehend what is being asked in examinations and test questions. Very few make use of the
Media Centre to withdraw books either fiction or non-fiction. We get ‘Hooked on Books’ to
stimulate the interests of the children in reading as we feel this is so important.



Grade 6 and 7 will attend a Science Demonstration on Friday 20th May at the Senior School.



Grade 6 and 7 also attended a baking day at the Senior School and thoroughly enjoyed the
experience. They were also able to view the Hall for the Matric Farewell.

As the term has just begun, we again emphasize that children must approach all work with a positive
attitude and work ethic so as to achieve to the best of their ability.
Mr R.A.Barton – Head of Department : Inter/Sen Phase

LEARNER SUPPORT
Learner Support Classes
Our Grade 4- Grade 7 Learner Support Classes have started and learners who are required to attend
these classes received letters which parents needed to sign and return to school. This year we have tried
to schedule the classes so as to best accommodate other co-curricular activities and we trust that our
learners will make a concerted effort to attend. We have also started registering our Learning Support
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pupils onto an interactive online learning platform which will provide the opportunity for all pupils to
learn specific skills at their own pace. Family members will be able to access this platform and will be
able to take a look at the activities being done during these classes. There already seems to be a sense
of excitement from our learners and we eagerly look forward to the increased rolling out of this project
throughout the term.
School Counselling Services
Many of our teaching staff have been trained in either chaplaincy or lay counselling services. Over the
weekends of the 7th and 14th of May a few more of our pre-preparatory and foundation phase teachers
attended a comprehensive workshop in play therapy. Families are reminded that the first point of call
for any potential counselling services required through the school will be with each child’s class teacher.
Remember that a child’s growth is holistic and that any difficulties experienced in the home
environment often have a significant impact on their learning potential in the classroom. It is always a
good idea to keep the communication channels open between the home and the school. For more
severe trauma, the class teacher may be able to arrange counselling for the pupil through the School
Educational Psychologist but this would usually be limited to the urgency of the need and the time
available. For pupils requiring a more specialised service or who would benefit from medium to longterm counselling, referral will be made to outside providers.
Studying For Examinations
With examination season being just around the corner for our Grade 4-7 learners, the Grade 4’s will
again be given a brief workshop on good study habits as well as techniques to maximise their learning
potential. Leaners making use of the Learner Support Classes will also be exposed to the different styles
of learning, (and which style suits them best), through interactive activities. However we encourage
families to remind their children of the following: “Proper preparation prevents poor performance.”
Start the revision process well before the time to help prevent exam anxiety.
Mr C. Cumming – Head of Department: Learner Support

SPORTS’ NEWS
Netball
We are busy with the D5 Netball Season and are enjoying some excellent results on the
Netball Court. A full list of all the results will be given once the Netball Season is over.
Upcoming Netball fixtures:
17 May – Curro Helderwyk vs. Veritas
19 May – Veritas vs. Brenthurst
20 May – SISA Mini-Netball Festival at Ashbury [U7 and U8 teams only]
21 May - Catholic Schools’ Netball Festival at Sacred Heart College [U13 only]
27 May – SISA Mini-Festival at Kathstan [U7 and U8 teams only]
28 May – Catholic Schools’ Foundation Phase Netball Festival [U7, U8 and U9 teams]
28 May – Inter- Dominican Netball Festival at the Senior School [U11 and U13 teams only]
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Soccer
We are busy with the Soccer Season and enjoying some encouraging results and hope that as the season
continues we will get some more excellent results.
Upcoming Soccer Fixtures:
17 May – Veritas vs. Strubenvale
20 May – SISA Soccer Festival at Ashbury [U7 and U8 teams only]
21 May – Catholic Schools’ Soccer Festival at Sacred Heart College [U13 only]
24 May – Selpark vs. Veritas
26 May – Veritas vs. Laerskool Morester
27 May – SISA Soccer Festival at Kasthan [U7 and U8 teams only]
28 May – Catholic Schools Foundation Phase Soccer Festival [U7, U8 and U9 teams]
28 May – Inter-Dominican Soccer Festival at the Senior School [U11 and U13 teams only]
31 May – Selcourt vs. Veritas
02 June – Veritas vs. Pinegrove
07 June – Veritas vs. Laerskool Werda
Congratulations to Wandile Mbatha, for being selected for the Springs Area Under 13 Soccer Team
Congratulations to Derrick Bada, for being selected for the Eastern’s Under 13 Soccer Training Squad.
Hockey
Girls’ hockey practices have been running for the last two weeks and we are encouraged by the number
of girls that are attending the practices.
Boys’ hockey will start on Monday, 16 May 2016 and we invite boys from Grade 4-7 to get involved in
the sport of Hockey and learn new skills.
Mr. T Wild – Sports’ Co-Ordinator

CULTURAL NEWS
Inter-Catholic Bible Quiz
Good luck to our Bible Quiz Team who will be taking part in the Inter-Catholic Bible Quiz, hosted by
Veritas College, on Friday, 27 May 2016. These learners, together with Dr Payaniandi, have put in a lot of
preparation for the Quiz.
Team members: Remo Venturi, Luca Gabin, Milena Pellizzon, Olivia Paulo, Dhasvir Sewnandan, Victoria
Ngidi, Hannah Rees, Toni Samaras

Marimbas
Marimba Bands continue to practise on Wednesdays and Fridays and will be performing at the Food Fair
on Saturday, 25 June 2016. Mrs Rothman will give the bands further information.
Choir
Senior Choir Practice: Wednesday 14:15 – 15:00
Junior Choir Practice: Friday 13:00 – 13:30
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Springs Festival
Entries for the Springs Festival for Verse Speaking, Akrikaans Voordrag, Prepared
and Unprepared Speaking have been issued to learners who expressed an
interest in entering this festival. The closing date for entries is Friday, 3 June.
Unfortunately most of the Festival will, once again, take place during the August
School holidays and parents are requested to transport their children to the
given venue. We have not been informed as to which grades/section will take
place on which days. More information will follow as we receive it.

GENERAL
Grade 7 Executive Leadership Council: 2016
The following learners have been selected by their peers and teachers to
represent the Pre-Preparatory and Preparatory School as leaders for the
remainder of the 2016 year:
Head Boy:
Head Girl:
Head of RE/Ethos:
Head of RE/Ethos:
Head of Edmund:
Head of Edmund:
Head of Catherine:
Head of Catherine:
Head of Dominic:
Head of Dominic:
Head of Pre-Prep:
Head of Pre-Prep:
Head of Pre-Prep:
Head of Arts and Culture:
Head of Arts and Culture:
Head of Sport:
Head of Sport:

Remo Venturi
Milena Pellizzon
Luca Gabin
Olivia Paulo
Caroline Lottering
Dhasvir Sewnandan
Aimee MacIntyre
Lifa Mngomezulu
Taylor Ryan
Xavier Caldiera
Akira Chetty
Angelique Adalis
Sakhumzi Nobanda
Atang Makgata
Marco-Lee Sachse
Buhle Nombewu
Samkelisiwe Gatsheni

P.T.S.A.
A very big THANK YOU to Mr Michael Jardim and the Executive Committee of the P.T.S.A. and ALL
parents who offered their time to assist in various ways at last year’s fundraising activities. The end
result is that the P.T.S.A. has distributed R90 000 to the various sections of the school for upgrading the
campuses. The Pre-Preparatory received R20 000, the Preparatory R40 000 and the Senior School
R30 000. We are getting input from the staff as to the best way in which we can use this money which
will ultimately benefit our learners.
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With this said, we ask that parents continue to support the P.T.S.A.’s endeavours to make money for the
school in any way that you are able to. The first P.T.S.A. fundraising event for the year is the Food Fair. If
you are able to assist in any way i.e. running a stall, donating items, helping at the fair, please contact
Mrs Raouna.

FOOD FAIR – Saturday, 25 June 2016
This year’s event, once again, promises to be an unforgettable day. There will be food and activities to suit all
ages and tastes!
Foundation Phase Stall
The Foundation Phase teachers are requesting donations of small items
that can be used for prizes at their stall. Any unwanted toys, which are
still in good condition, are most welcome. Packets of sweets; jelly in a
box; biscuits; juice; old ornaments; costume jewelry; games; balloons;
streamers; puzzles; crayons; children’s paint sets; play dough; blowbubbles; etc. etc. can be sent to school. Anything that would make a
little child happy will be greatly accepted and appreciated.
Please make use of this opportunity to get rid of any unwanted items at home!
American Stall
The Inter/Sen Phase teachers will be running the ‘American Stall’ and would also like to
make requests for donations for their stall. For this stall we are asking for donations of:
serviettes (red, white & blue), round hamburger rolls, Hamburger Patties, tomatoes, onions,
tomato sauce, mustard, and margarine. If you are able to help with donations of any of these
items, please complete the tear-off slip below.
Request for Unwanted Books
The Senior School will be organizing a book stall at the Food Fair and appeal to
all parents and learners to donate any unwanted books (no matter what age
group they appeal to) to this worthy cause. This is the time to unclutter our lives
and rid shelves and racks of unwanted items.
Please note that although we are most grateful to accept whatever can be
donated, we would like you to consider its re-sale value, therefore please do not
send dilapidated books. THESE DO NOT SELL.
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MARKETING


We ask our Veritas Families to start swiping their MySchool Cards and in so doing stand a chance
to win R20 000 in prizes, and in addition, R100 000 for the School. This competition runs from 11
April to 26 June 2016.



Veritas is on Instagram. Please follow us: veritas_college_

STAFF NEWS
We continue to keep Mrs Kelty in our prayers as she continues to receive treatment for her cancer. We
pray that God may place His healing hands on her.
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A thought for the day.

Mrs S. Billson
HEAD OF PREPARATORY
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

3 May (Tuesday)
5 May (Thursday)
6 May (Friday)
8 May (Sunday)
10 May (Tuesday)
15 May (Sunday)
21 May (Saturday)
27 May (Friday)
28 May (Saturday)

4 June (Saturday)
5 June (Sunday)
8 June (Wednesday)
10 June (Friday)
6 – 10 June (Mon-Fri)
11 June (Saturday)
14 June (Tuesday)
16 June (Thursday)
17 June (Friday)
21 June (Tuesday)
22 June (Wednesday)
25 June (Saturday)
27-28 June (Mon & Tue)

Term 2
May
Term 2 Commences
Mass for Feast Of Blessed Edmund Rice & Ascension Day
Grade 6 & 7 Visit Senior School Hospitality Centre & view Matric Farewell
Hall.
Pentecost Sunday
Mothers’ Day
P.T.S.A. Meeting
Trinity
Sunday
 Pre-Preparatory Family Day
 Catholic Schools’ Primary Soccer & Netball Festival
 Inter/Sen Phase Parental Work Control
 Catholic Schools’ Bible Quiz (Veritas)
 Catholic Schools’ Foundation Phase Netball & Soccer Day
 Inter-Dominican Netball & Soccer Festival (Veritas)
June
Catholic Schools’ Primary Hockey Festival
Catholic Schools’ Sunday
Grade R Parent Meeting
Quiz @ Senior School (Grd 7)
Catholic Schools’ Week
 Catholic Schools’ Primary Cross Country
 F/P Mini- Netball & Soccer Day
P.T.S.A. Meeting
Public Holiday
School Holiday
Group Photographs
F/Phase Soccer & Netball Tournament @ St Dunstan’s
Food Fair
Athletics Run Offs
July

1 July (Friday)
11 July (Monday)
12 July (Tuesday)
13 July (Wednesday)
18 July (Monday)
20 July (Wednesday)

 Inter-House Athletics at Senior School
 School Closes for Mid-Term Break @ 12:00
School Commences after Mid-Term Break
P.T.S.A. Meeting
Examinations Begin
Mandela Day
Examinations End
12

Youth Day

25 July (Monday)
26 July (Tuesday)
27July -29 July (Wed-Fri)
29 July (Friday)
30 July (Saturday)

3 August (Wednesday)
5 August (Friday)

6 September (Tuesday)
7 September (Wednesday)
8 September (Thursday)
9 September (Friday)
10 September (Saturday)
13 September (Tuesday)

14 September
(Wednesday)
15 September (Thursday)
17 September (Saturday)
23 September (Friday)
24 September (Saturday)
25 September (Sunday)
29 September (Thursday)
30 September (Friday)

F/P Parental Interviews Begin
Hooked on Books
Edmund Rice Winter Festival (Veritas Hosting)
F/P Parental Book Control
Dominican Day – 800 Year Jubilee
August






Reports Issued
S/P Parental Interviews Begin
Mass for the Feast of St Dominic
Inter-House Netball & Soccer
End of Term 2 School Closes @ 12:00
TERM 3
September
Term 3 Commences
Achievement Forms Submitted
Birthday of Mary
Mass – Birthday of Mary Mother of Jesus
Dominican Chess Festival @ St Thomas Aquinas Witbank tbc.
 Catholic Schools’ Choir Festival tbc
 Veritas Art Festival – 16th September
 P.T.S.A. Meeting
Grade R School Readiness
Catholic School’ Choir Festival tbc
Dominican Speech Festival @ St Thomas Aquinas Witbank tbc.
Heritage Day Fun Walk
Lex Liston 8-a-side Cricket Tournament
1st Holy Communion
Catholic Schools’ Foundation Phase Athletics
 Achievement Forms Due
 Pre-Preparatory Grandparent’s Day
October

1 October (Saturday)
8 October (Saturday)
15 October (Saturday)
20 October (Thursday)
25 October (Tuesday)
28 October (Friday)
29 October (Saturday)

2 November (Wednesday)
4 November (Friday)
10 November (Thursday)

Dominican Arts & Culture Festival @ Dominican Convent tbc.
 Foundation Phase Mini-Cricket Festival
 P.T.S.A. Colour Run
Catholic Schools’ Primary Tennis Festival
School closes @ 12:00 for Mid-Term Break
School reopens after Mid-Term Break
 Grade 6 Thaba Morula Tour – 28th October
Grade 7 Catholic Schools’ Mass – Benoni
Catholic Schools’ Primary Chess Festival
November
Mass for All Souls
Catholic Schools’ Foundation Phase Gala
School Closes @ 12 for the remainder of the Year
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11 November (Friday)
18 November (Friday)
24 November (Thursday)
25 November (Friday)
28 November (Monday)
29 November (Tuesday)
30 November (Wednesday)

1 December (Thursday)
2 December (Friday)

5 December (Monday)
6 December (Tuesday)
7 December (Wednesday)

Year End Exams Begin
Examinations end.
Grade 3 Retreat
 Grade 4 Retreat
 Grade 7 Outing
Grade 5 Retreat
Grade 6 Retreat
 Grade 7 Retreat
 Foundation Phase Awards’ Ceremony
December
 Inter/Sen Phase Awards’ Evening
 Pre-Prep Christmas Party
 Final Assembly
 Grade 7 Valedictory Mass
 School Closes @ 12:00
Staff Administration Day
Staff Administration Day
Reports Issued from 07:30 – 09:00
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